
The 3rd ANSO Governing Board (GB) Meeting was 
successfully held on 9th November 2020 and reached a 
number of decisions and consensus. Due to the pandemic 
worldwide, it is impossible to hold the General Assembly 
of the organization this year, which is to decide all the 
major issues relating to the ANSO’s continuous operation 
according to the ANSO Statutes. Given the situation, the 
ANSO GB decided to hold this meeting so as to make 
decisions and move the organization forward. Representa-
tives from the 9 GB member organizations took part in the 
online meeting.   
Prof. Chunli Bai, the President of ANSO and CAS, started 
the meeting by extending a warm welcome and offering a 
briefing on the main achievements of ANSO in the past 
year. He expressed his sincere thanks to all the ANSO 
members for the solidarity and support given to each other 
in the joint fight against the pandemic and acknowledged 
the contributions that ANSO has made in battling the virus 
together with friends. Prof. Jinghua Cao, the Executive 
Director of the ANSO Secretariat, gave a brief but com-
prehensive introduction of the ANSO’s works on the 
organization build-up, collaborative research, capacity 
building, strategic advisory and technology transfer, 
especially the big effort made by ANSO in the joint 
combating of the pandemic.   
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Prof. Qasim Jan, a Vice-President of ANSO, made several 
proposals to consolidate ANSO for better development such 
as amendment suggestions to the ANSO Statutes. Prof. 
Alexander Sergeev, the other Vice-President of ANSO, 
proposed to host the postponed ANSO General Assembly 
next year in Moscow. He suggested to adjust the priority list 
of the GA such as putting global health at the top of the 
agenda. He also suggested that a series of online workshops 
relating to the GA be organized and carried out before the 
proposed date of the GA.
At the meeting, the Governing Board endorsed a number 
of proposals made by the Secretariat including the ANSO 
new member applications and the initiation of the ANSO 
science ambassador program. It also reached consensus on 
the proposed amendments to the ANSO Statutes. Given 
the circumstances, the Governing Board made the decision 
to postpone the 2nd General Assembly to be held in 
Moscow in 2021 and to extend the current GB composi-
tion and function until next GA to ensure smooth opera-
tion and transition. 
The meeting concluded by emphasizing that ANSO should 
keep focusing on common challenges facing the humanity 
and develop more interface with other international organi-
zations. ANSO will continue its efforts in the global fight 
against the pandemic.
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ANSO Event



ANSO virtual International Symposium on “Lessons from 
and insights on COVID-19” ended with a big success, 
having well achieved its objective as a scientific dialogue 
on what we have learnt from the pandemic, and how to 
develop better treatments and vaccines in the future. The 
meeting had the privilege of inviting 8 top-level scientists 
from Asia, Europe, North America, Africa and Latin 
America. They all gave enlightening and inspiring scien-
tific presentations. At the peak of the live streaming, more 
than 2000 audiences participated the ANSO channel.
The speakers shared their experiences and lessons learnt 
from the COVID-19 pandemic of their own countries and 
their latest research on different modes of virus transmis-
sion. All of them attached significant importance to the 
solidarity and cooperation of global scientific community 
in the battle against the pandemic. As it was pointed out 
on many occasions: “We have one world and one health, 
the destinies of all nations are closely connected. Fighting 
together is the only way to get us out of crisis.” 

A scientific webinar was organized by ANSO aimed at 
sharing the latest scientific achievements and perspectives 
within in ANSO family, for international cooperation in 
the joint battling against COVID-19 pandemic. Another 
task of this meeting focused on what ANSO should do and 
what priorities should be emphasized in the post-pandemic 
world from the view point of facilitating international 
cooperation and exchangingboth within and outside. Eight 
distinguished speakers from the Pakistan Academy of 
Sciences, the Beijing Normal University, the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, the African Academy of Sciences, 
the National Science and Technology Development 
Agency of Thailand, the University of Belgrade, the 
Beijing Institute of Genomics/CAS and the Shanghai 
Institute Materia Medica/CAS, congregated in this webi-
nar, delivering keynote speeches to more than 50 partici-
pants from the ANSO member organizations.
The discussion revolved around important issues related to 
the latest studies of COVID-19, and lessons learnt from 
the pandemic. All participants emphasized the value of 
working together and helping each other to combating the 
global crisis under the international cooperation platform 
like ANSO. Faced with the challenge of misinformation 
and disinformation to the public on the social media, 
science community worldwide needs to play a more active 
role in communicating science and facts with policy 
makers and the public, and all countries should jointly 
make contribution to the S&T development.

ANSO Activities

Lessons from and Insights 
on COVID-19
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October 9

ANSO Scientific Webinar 
on Combating COVID-19



The Chengdu Institute of Biology, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CIB/-
CAS) and Charoen Pokphand Produce 
Co., Ltd. (CPP) of Charoen Pokphand 
Group (CP Group) held an online 
ceremony of signing “The Agreement 
for Cooperation on Rice Variety 
Technology Innovation and Transfer”. 
According to the Agreement, CIB/-
CAS will grant the right of use of this 
variety to CPP for promotion, applica-
tion and market development in 
Southeast and South Asia Belt and 
Road countries. This event assembled 
experts from Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, Environmental Governance 
and Food Safety Center, ANSO, etc. 
This activity is supported by the 
Alliance of International Science 
Organizations in the Belt and Road 
Region on Rice & Wheat Variety 
Technology Innovation and Transfer 
(ANSO-RWIT), the signing of this 
agreement is the result of long-term 
collaboration between CIB/CAS and 
CP Group, and also a breakthrough in 
the transformation of rice variety 
technology to the developing countries.

The ink deal between ANSO and 
the Center for China and Global-
ization (CCG)  was signed. The 
two parties conducted in-depth 
discussions on launching 
think-tank program, training 
young scientists, and exchanging 
operational experience of interna-
tional organizations. 
This MoU marks the official 
commencement of the substantive 
cooperation between ANSO and 
CCG on deepening practical 
international cooperation, building 
long-term collaborative  mecha-
nisms, seeking the shared develop-
ment to create a better future.

The oil tanker, named “New 
Diamond” caught fire about 38 km off 
the east coast of Sri Lanka, which was 
confirmed by Sri Lankan Navy. The 
New Diamond is 330 meters long and 
is a very large crude oil carrier 
(VLCC) chartered by the Indian Oil 
Company (IOC). At the time of the 
accident, it was loaded with 270,000 
tons of oil, about 2 million barrels.
After the accident, the China-Sri 
Lanka Joint Center for Education and 
Research (CSL-CER) organized a 
group of researchers to provide a 
quick support to the Sri Lanka’s Oil 
Tanker Rescue. ANSO-MISSPAD 
team, one of the ANSO Collaborative 
Research, launched the emergency 
forecast and carried out two tasks. 
One is assessing the diffusion effect 
of ocean currents on a possible 
leakage of crude oil pollutants, caused 
by a hypothetical disintegration of the 
oil tanker. And the other is assessing 
whether the tanker will be affected by 
tropical cyclones during the transfer.
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Supports the Rescue of 
Oil Tanker in Sri Lanka



      Our Vision: 
To become an international organization and intellectual hub 
of global impact, with a view to promoting Science, Tech-
nology, Innovation and Capacity Building (STIC) coopera-
tion in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 
2030) and those of the Agenda 2063 for Africa.  

      Mission and Tasks:
Based on the general principles of “joint consultation, joint 
effort and joint sharing” adhered to by the “Belt and Road 
Initiative”, SAJOREC is committed to working with 
Chinese and African scientists and talents with multual 
interests to advance the SAJOREC vision and to helping 
build a green Africa that enjoys sustainable development. 
Our tasks include:

        Initiate joint research programs/projects with a specif-
ic focus on areas of key importance for Africa’s sustain-
able development

        Develop solution-oriented studies and provide  
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science-based advices for institutions, companies and policy 
makers in Africa

        Organize training, education and capacity building for 
African talents

        Promote technology exchange and transfer between 
China and Africa

The Sino-Africa Joint Research Center (SAJOREC) is an 
open and inclusive platform for joint scientific research 
and talent cultivation founded by the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) in 2013. The SAJOREC is located in the 
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology 
(JKUAT), Kenya, which is strongly supported by Chinese 
government. The SAJOREC is jointly running by the 
Wuhan Botanical Garden of CAS and JKUAT.

SAJOREC is built as a bridge between China and Africa for 
scientists and young talents to carry out joint research on the 
most urgent regional challenges facing to the African 
countries. Currently, the center focuses on the fields of 

ecosystem services, biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
agriculture and food security, drinking water safety, public 
health, sustainable development and demonstration of 
advanced technologies. Since its founding, SAJOREC has 
established close partnership and initiated dozens of joint 
research programs with institutions from more than fifteen 
African countries in Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Egypt, 
Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Madagascar, etc.

SAJOREC also places much importance on supporting and 
organizing talents training, education and capacity build-
ing to foster young talents and public intellectuals for the 
future development of Africa.
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