






II. UNCTAD and ANSO Sign a MoU

      Activities Organized:
In 2019, BHBD conducted four bilateral and three multilat-
eral activities, co-organized three international meetings, 
signed MOU/DOU with four institutions, and implemented 
training programs for eight foreign researchers in China and 
over 100 people in Pakistan.

Soon after the COVID-19 outbreak, CNCB officially 
launched the 2019 Novel Coronavirus Resource 
(2019nCoVR) on January 22, 2020 and shared it to ANSO 
and BHBD members. By tracking and integrating the latest 
global data in real time, the resource closely monitors viral 
genome mutations thus providing guidance for diagnosis 
andanti-viral drug and vaccine research and development. 
As of September 6, the resource had collected nearly 
100,000 non-redundant SARS-CoV-2 genome sequences 
published worldwide (with a total of 367,000 coronavirus 
sequences), and provided data services to more than 
168,000 visitors from 175 countries/regions with over 116 
million downloads. 2019nCoVR has become the world’s 
largest and most comprehensive database of novel coronavi-
rus, providing strong support for scientific research in China 
and beyond.

      Who We Are:
The Global Biodiversity and Health Big Data Alliance 
(BHBD) was officially launched in Beijing on October 14, 
2018. It is a non-profit, non-governmental organization for 
promoting biodiversity and health big data sharing in the 
world, under the framework of the  “Open Biodiversity and 
Health Big Data Initiative” of the International Union of 
Biological Sciences (IUBS). BHBD is hosted by the Beijing 
Institute of Genomics (BIG), Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(CAS) / China National Center for Bioinformation (CNCB), 
with four other founding members from Pakistan, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia and Thailand. The chairman of the BHBD 
Council is Prof. Yiming Bao of BIG, CAS/CNCB. As of July 
2020, 27 institutions from 12 countries have joined BHBD.

      Its Mission:
The objectives of BHBD are to develop an international 
platform for biodiversity and health big data integration, 
translation and sharing, to construct a world-class biodiversi-
ty and health big data center containing a variety of reposito-
ries and knowledge bases that are publicly accessible to 
communities worldwide. BHBD also seeks to build the 
principles and mechanisms for global sharing of biodiversity 
and health big data in accordance with the laws and ethics of 
member countries.

THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY AND HEALTH BIG DATA ALLIANCE

With the support and coordination of ANSO, a series of scientific associations 
have been established as the operating arms and platforms of ANSO, 

aiming to help advance and achieve the vision, objectives and impact of ANSO 
in global sustainable development and the joint building of a community 
with a shared future for mankind. This section introduces the association 

on disaster risk reduction under the framework of ANSO.
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Launch of the Global Biodiversity 
and Health Big Data Alliance 

(October 14, 2018, Beijing)

Website: http://www.bhbd-alliance.org  Source: Xin Zhang | BIG, CAS/CNCB
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