





A panel session at the forum called “ANSO Work-
shop on Agriculture and Food Security” continued
starting from April 23, It was hosted by The
Alliance of International Science Organizations in
the Belt and Road Region on Rice & Wheat Variety
Technology Innovation and Transfer (AN-
SO-RWIT), to exchange information and view-
points on national/international food policies, and
share the latest technologies and innovation on high
productivity and quality hybrid rice. Prof. Jinghua
Cao, Executive Director of the ANSO Secretariat,
delivered a keynote speech emphasizing the need
for international cooperation to overcome the dual
challenges of climate change and the global
pandemic which are exacerbating the severity of
food security for developing countries. He elaborat-
ed ANSQO’s persistent policy of supporting sustain-
able agriculture and a series of projects and activi-
ties on food security that ANSO has supported in
the past two years. He particularly noted the Innova-
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ANSO Visiting Fellowship is specifically targeted at
mega-science facility users and researchers. Two
categories are open for application on April 20t :

1) Visiting Fellowship for Senior Scientist;
2) Visiting Fellowship for Early-Career Scientist.

For the launching year, 8 mega-science facilities will
support this project, namely FAST (Five-hundred-me-
ter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope), LAMOST
(The Large Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spectroscop-
ic Telescope), EAST (the Experimental Advanced
Superconducting Tokamak), SHMFF (the Steady
High Magnet Field Facility), CSNS (China Spallation
Neutron Source), BSRF (Beijing Synchrotron Radia-
tion Facility), HLS (Hefei Light Source), and Shang-
hai Photon Science Facility Cluster.

Details concerning the funding, eligibility and appli-
cation procedure of this project are all illustrated in
the 2021 Call for Application online:
http://www.anso.org.cn/programmes/talent/fellowship/.

tive Cooperation Programme between ANSO and the United
Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Develop-
ment (UNCSTD), which focused on training experts and officials
from developing countries to make agricultural policy and food
importation policy with the assistance of remote sensing and
spatial information and data.

Funded by the ANSO Training Program, ANSO-RWIT organized an
ANSO training workshop on agriculture and food security for a
period of over 10 days in April 2021. The training course was
attended by more than 20 foreign visiting scholars and international
students. While aiming to enhance capacity and transfer knowledge
and hands-on experience in improving hybrid rice production in
Asian and African countries, the workshop covered topics such as
the cultivation of rice and other major crop varieties, and the applica-
tion of the related cutting-edge technologies for rice production.
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Farewell, Yuan Longping,
“Father of Hybrid Rice”,
and the Honorary Chairman
of ANSO-RWIT

Prof. Yuan Longping, academician of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering, and honorary chairman of ANSO-RWIT
was a Chinese plant scientist who helped curb famine. Prof.
Yuan died of illness in Changsha, China on May 22, 2021.
He was the pioneer and leader in the field of hybrid rice
research. He invented the “three-line method” indica hybrid
rice technology and the “two-line method” hybrid rice
technology. Yuan Longping founded the subject of hybrid
rice research, established and perfected a set of hybrid rice
theories and technological application systems which have
been responsible for cultivating a large number of hybrid
rice experts and technical talents. He led the initiative for
donating crucial rice strains to developing countries and
taught farmers in Asia, Africa and America.

Yuan’s research made him a national hero and a symbol of
dogged scientific pursuit in China. He was dedicated to
scientific research of hybrid rice for 70 years. He pursued
only two goals in his entire life, resting under grains as big
as peanuts and as high as sorghum, seeing his hybrid rice
planted across the globe. Hybrid rice has now been intro-

duced to more than 40 countries around the world, with a
planting area outside China of over 8 million hectares.

Prof. Yuan was always very supportive of international
cooperation in ANSO-RWIT: his team and ANSO held two
consecutive China (Sanya) international rice forums,
achieving significant international impact. In January 2019,
He emphasized that “I am willing to take this position” in a
letter inviting him to serve as the honorary president of
ANSO-RWIT. Yuan was very pleased after ANSO reported
that the minister of Agriculture of Malaysia expressed
Malaysia’s need for Chinese hybrid rice technology, and he
encouraged us to carry out more international cooperation,
spreading hybrid rice technology across the globe to
increase food security.

Prof. Yuan Longping wrote his name across our land and
carved it in our hearts. The star that is named after him
flickers in space, its light dazzling the earth. Not only do his
outstanding achievements belong to China, but also to the
entire world!



