




sector through ANSO’s provision of 
services, launching the ANSO Young 
Investigator Program, and the idea of 
creating ANSO regional offices both in 
China and around the world. Other 
major topics of discussion were big-sci-
ence collaboration, expanding ANSO 
membership, gender and regional 
balance in ANSO activities, and 
technology transfer for wellbeing. 
The meeting concluded by emphasizing 
that ANSO should keep focusing on 
common key challenges and further 
development of its interface with other 
international organizations. Although the 
pandemic has changed our life forever, it 
is a powerful reminder for ANSO of how 
to turn challenges into opportunities. 

Guoxiong from IAP (CAS), Academician CHENG Deliang 
from the Gothenburg University of Sweden, Prof. Ailikun 
from the Assistant Executive Director of ANSO Secretariat, 
and Prof. ZHANG Chaolin from the Deputy Director of the 
Department of Earth Sciences, NSFC.
The symposium was chaired by Prof. REN Hongli from 
CAMS, Prof. YANG Jing from BNU, and Prof. JIAN Jun 
from Dalian Maritime University. At the beginning of the 
conference, Prof. AI delivered a speech on behalf of the 
ANSO Secretariat, briefly introducing basic information 
about the ANSO Secretariat and the scientific activities 
supported by ANSO. Prof. BAO Qing, the Co-Principal 
Investigator of the ANSO-MISSPAD project, reported the 
progress of the project from 2020 to 2021 and covered four 
aspects: the Subseasonal-to-Seasonal (S2S) prediction 
system and data center, participation in international 
programs, application of the S2S in B&R regions, and the 
talent education and seminars organized by the project. The 
symposium also heard reports from Chalump Oonariya 
from the Climate Center of the Thailand Meteorology 
Department, Porpattama Hammachukiattikul from Phuket 
Rajabhat University, Prof. WANG Weiqiang from 
CSL-CER, Prof. REN Hongli from CAMS, WANG Yi from 
the World Meteorological Center (Beijing) of CMA, Prof. 
SUN Xuguang from Nanjing University, YU Haipeng from 
the NIEER of CAS, Prof. Ho Chin Siang from UTM, Dr. 
Indira Kadel from Nepal, and Dr. Erkin K. Isaev from UCA. 
Finally, the scientific guidance consultants of the 
ANSO-MISSPAD project, academicians WU Guoxiong 
from IAP and Deliang Chen from the Gothenburg Universi-

ty of Sweden,  gave guidance and suggestions on key topics.
The symposium summarized the latest achievements, in the 
form of reports, posters, and free discussion made by the 
participants in the field of scientific research and application 
services. The participating experts enjoyed in-depth 
exchange and discussions on the three themes: climate 
variability and prediction in the B&R Region, new 
techniques for improving climate models and prediction in 
the B&R Region, and the 2020-2021 Season summary of 
climate prediction for the B&R Region. The experts also 
made plans for the next steps of the project.
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n Sept. 30, Gretchen Kalonji, co-chair 
of ANSO-DRR, and Dean of the 
Institute for Disaster Management and 

Reconstruction (IDMR), was awarded the 
China Friendship Award, in a ceremony in the 
Great Hall of the People. The Friendship 
Award is the highest award offered to foreign-

ers by the Chinese Government to recognize contributions to the 
economic and social development of China. The award was presented by 
Chinese Vice Premier LIU He, and Prof. Kalonji was subsequently 
invited with the other award recipients to join an event hosted by 
Chinese Premier LI Keqiang in the Hebei Hall. 
Prof. Gretchen Kalonji assumed the position of Dean of the Institute for 
Disaster Management and Reconstruction (IDMR) at Sichuan University 
in May 2016. She previously served as the Assistant Director General for 
Natural Sciences at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO), as Director of International Strategy Develop-
ment for the 10-campus University of California system, as Kyocera Prof. 
of Materials Science at the University of Washington, and as Associate 
and Assistant Prof. of Materials Science at MIT. In 2019, she co-founded 
ANSO-DRR with Prof. Cui Peng, academician of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. ANSO-DRR brings together the wisdom of international scien-
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tists focusing on natural disaster risk reduction, including 
such topics as ecological and environmental protection, 
cooperative disaster reduction mechanisms, and sustainable 
development. ANSO-DRR also has a strong focus on higher 
education capacity development, personnel training, and 
building new models for international cooperation through 
which universities, research institutes and academies of 
science can jointly tackle common challenges, and further 
advance the implementation of the United Nations Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Reduction 2015-2030 and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly among 
countries on the Belt and Road. ANSO-DRR currently 
involves 30 partners in 17 countries.
Prof. Kalonji has been working closely with China for 22 
years and has made remarkable contributions to the devel-
opment of research and education in China. She was 
awarded the TIANFU Friendship Award in 2020. Prof. 
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Kalonji has recently pioneered the new interdisciplinary 
field of “Integrated Disaster Sciences and Management”, an 
approach which integrates contributions from natural 
sciences and engineering, social sciences and disaster 
health sciences to address the pressing challenge of enhanc-
ing disaster resilience worldwide. In partnership with 
UNESCO, under the U-INSPIRE framework, she has 
worked with networks of young scholars from many 
countries in Asia, who collaborate across national boundar-
ies on disaster research.
She also co-leads the Secretariat of the Alliance of Alliances 
on Research and Education on Water and Disasters (AoA), 
which is a flagship initiative of the High-Level Panel on 
Water and Disasters, which has active participation from 
Chinese partners. Within Sichuan, Kalonji led the establish-
ment of the Ministry of Education’s Youth Disaster Preven-
tion and Reduction Education Base at Sichuan University, 
the creation of the Sichuan Province Emergency Manage-
ment Department - Sichuan University new key laboratory 
on “Integrated Disaster Sciences and Management”, and a 
“Natural Disaster Emergency Management and Post-Disas-
ter Reconstruction”, think tank, which she serves as the 
principal investigator. This think tank was successfully 
approved as one of the first 22 new-type think tanks in 
Sichuan province to provide consultation to the government.
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On 28 October 2021, ANSO released the 2021 Call 
for Applications for its scholarship program. 
Currently, the program supports 300 PhD candidates 
and 200 Masters students pursuing education at the 
University of Science and Technology of China, the 
University of Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(UCAS) and CAS institutes. A few changes have 
been made to the application procedure. All details 
can be found in the recent Call: http://www.an-
so.org.cn/programmes/talent/scholarship/
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Researchers”
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