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UNCCD COP 17

ANSO Dryland Sustainable Development
Initiative:
Multilateral Collaboration and Science
Empowerment

We, the Alliance of National and International Science
Organizations for the Belt and Road Regions (ANSO), in
collaboration with partners, relevant experts and all
participants of the side event “STI for Rangeland Restoration
and Combating Desertification”, hereby issue this Initiative
on 24 August 2026 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the
occasion of the 17th Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD
COP17).

We reaffirm our commitment to the shared goals set
forth in the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification, the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity,

and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



We note that dryland ecosystems are fragile and
vulnerable, serving as hotspots and critically affected areas
of desertification. Ongoing land degradation in drylands
continues to threaten global ecosystem security, water

security and food security.

We believe that governance solutions featuring
transregional multilateral collaboration, multi-stakeholder
participation and science-based decision-making constitute
the fundamental requirement for advancing sustainable

development in drylands.

Building on the research findings of the ANSO Science
Report, Unlocking  Opportunities  for  Combating
Desertification and Advancing Sustainable Dryland
Governance, as well as the work carried out by the ANSO
International Thematic Network for Desertification Control
(ANSO-ADC), this Initiative is to call upon stakeholders to

take the following actions to strengthen multilateral

collaboration, uphold science empowerment, and advance

sustainable development in drylands.

1. Deepen Regional, Subregional and Global
Cooperation

Drylands serve as sources of sand and dust storms, and
desertification respects no national boundaries. Inclusive

multilateral collaboration is urgently required to jointly



address dryland land degradation globally, especially at the
regional and subregional levels. We propose establishing an
International Drylands Research Network (IDRN),
developing an interconnected, open and shared dryland
monitoring and assessment system, and formulating

governance solutions to tackle dryland land degradation.

2. Strengthen a Science-informed Governance System
Drylands are widely distributed across the globe with
substantial regional disparities. Sustainable development of
drylands should be built on scientific consensus and
knowledge exchange, and requires full sharing of dryland
observation data as well as advancement of regional
cooperation and cross-border joint research. We suggest
adopting multi-party supportive and cooperation-facilitating
measures aimed at experience sharing, progress assessment,
updating  scientific  understanding and deepening
international cooperation. Such efforts include developing
systematic solutions for dryland land degradation with
regional adaptability.
3. Boost Digital Empowerment and Al Innovation
Digital technologies are emerging as a transformative
pillar for the scientific prevention and control of dryland
risks and targeted governance of desertification worldwide.
We encourage all stakeholders to advance collaborative
innovation on big data and large models for desertification

combating, promote the application of artificial intelligence



in diagnosis, assessment and decision-making, and
implement smart dryland governance solutions that are

locally adapted and comprehensive.

4. Ensure Inclusive Participation of Local Communities
and Youth

Local communities and residents are the direct stewards
and long-term managers of their lands. Their interests and
aspirations must be respected in land management decision-
making processes. We call for establishing joint training
mechanisms to strengthen the decision-making role of local
communities in ecological planning and enhance young
people’s capacity for the co-management of dryland

ecosystems.

5. Leverage Diverse Financial Resources to Support
Scientific and Technological Innovation in Dryland
Governance

Scientific and technological innovation for dryland
governance requires long-term, stable and diversified
financial investment. We propose integrating multi-sourced
funding to build a science and technology investment and
financing system for dryland governance, so as to support
technology research and development, demonstration,
dissemination as well as cooperation and exchange for

sustainable dryland development.



We call on international organizations, research
institutions, civil society organizations and other
stakeholders to act in concert and build a community for
sustainable dryland development underpinned by
multilateral cooperation and scientific and technological
innovation. Drylands should not be regarded as marginal
areas for sustainable development. Advancing sustainable
development in drylands constitutes a major common task

for all humankind.



This initiative is jointly launched by the Alliance of National and
International Science Organizations for the Belt and Road Regions
(ANSO), in collaboration with partners, relevant experts as well as all
participants of the side event “STI for Rangeland Restoration and
Combating Desertification” on August 24, 2026, in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia.

The experts who participated in drafting the initiative document

Prof. Jiagiang Lei, the Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography
(XIEQG), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China

Prof. Qi Lu, Chief Scientist, Chinese Academy of Forestry, China;
Advisor to the ANSO Secretariat for Dryland and Desertification
Issues

Prof. Mingyuan Du , the Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography
(XIEQG), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China

Prof. Peter Gilruth, Former Chief Scientist, UNEP

All ANSO members have endorsed this initiative. (As of end-of-day,
14 August 2026)

The following collaborating experts have supported this initiative

1. Prof. Akhmada Khaulanbyek, Mongolian Academy of Sciences
(Mongolia)

2. Prof. Andrew Gunn, Monash University (Australia)

3. Prof. Andreas Baas, King's College London (United Kingdom)

4. Prof. Clément Narteau, Institut de Physique du Globe de Paris (IPGP)
(France)

5. Prof. Dani Sarsekova, S. Seifullin Kazakh Agrotechnical Research
University (Kazakhstan)

6. Prof. Duman, National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of
Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan)

7. Prof. Merdas Saifi, Territory Planning Research Center (CRAT)
(Algeria)

8. Prof. Mostafa Abdelmageed, Desert Research Center (Egypt)

9. Assistant Prof. Salman Zare, University of Tehran (Iran)

10. Prof. Shamsollah Ayoubi, Isfahan University of Technology (Iran)

11. Dr. Umar Danladi Dahiru, African Advisory Committee on
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Desertification Control (Nigeria)

Wépia Moise NION, National Coordination of the Great Green
Wall Initiative for the Sahara and the Sahel (Burkina Faso)

Dr. Zinabu Bora, Oromia Irrigation and Pastoral Development
Bureau (Ethiopia)

Prof. Du Heqiang, Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and
Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Prof. Fan Henghui, Northwest A&F University (China)

Feng Xianwei, Shanghai Technology Transfer Association (China)

Prof. Gui Dongwei, Technical Institute of Physics and Chemistry,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Prof.. He Jijiang, Tsinghua University (China)
Prof. Hou Yanren, Xi'an Jiaotong University (China)

Prof. Hu Xiaoke, Yantai Institute of Coastal Zone Research,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Hua Rong, Ningxia Ningmiao Ecological Landscape (Group) Co.,
Ltd. (China

Prof. Huang Ning, Lanzhou University (China)

Prof. Lei Ziqiang, Key Laboratory of Eco-functional Polymer
Materials, Ministry of Education (China)

Prof. Liu Wenzhao, Institute of Soil and Water Conservation,
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources
(China)

Prof. Liu Benli, Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and
Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Prof. Ma Pengcheng, Technical Institute of Physics and Chemistry,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Dr. Meng Xiaoyu, Henan University (China)

Dr. Ning Baoying, Northwest Institute of Eco-Environment and
Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Pi Huawei, Inner Mongolia Agricultural University (China)
Prof. Qu Jianjun, Guangzhou Marine Laboratory (China)

Shang Yizi, China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower
Research (China)

Prof. Su Guijin, Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Prof. Wang Cui, Inner Mongolia University of Science and
Technology (China)

Prof. Wang Dazhou, Center for Engineering Studies, University of
Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Prof. Wang Jianjiang, Zhejiang University (China)
Prof. Yang Bin, Northwest University (China)
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Prof. Yang Fan, Institute of Desert Meteorology, China
Meteorological Administration, Urumgqi (China)

Prof. Zhang Jie, Lanzhou University (China)

Prof. Zhang Yang, Xi'an Jiaotong University (China)

Prof. Zhao Jianping, Xinjiang University (China)

Prof. Zheng Haibiao, East China Normal University (China)

Prof. Chen Ruishan, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)

Prof. Annah Lake Zhu, Wageningen University (Netherlands)

Prof, ScD, Battogtokh Dorjgotov, President of the University of
Mongolian Academy of Sciences (Mongolia)

Prof. Acad..Wang Yanfen, Vice president of UCAS, China

Dr Alexander Ayurzhanaev, Head of laboratory of Geoecology,
Baikal Institute of Nature Management SB (Russia)

Aziz Abdukhakimov, Advisor to the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan on Environment, (Republic of Uzbekistan)

Prof. Philippe De Maeyer, Ghent University(Belgium)

Mr. Yuan Hongbo, Division chairman, Desertification research
institute of the Gansu province(China)

Prof. Mohamed Salem M,Elfleet, Center for Excellence in
Environmental Studies, King Abdulaziz(Saudi Arabia)

G. Oyungerel, Senior Expert, Department of Natural Resources
Policy and Sustainable Use, Ministry of environment and climate
change(Mongolia)

Dr. Akihiro Oba, Associate professor, Chuo University(Japan)
Prof. Marcelin Sanou, Chief de Service Planification Suivi

Evaluation, Gestion de 1'Information, Agence Panafricaine de la
Grande Muraille Verte (APGMV)(Senegal)

Mr. Kitaura Yoshio, Executive Director of Green Network
(Japan)

Prof Myrzagaliyeva Anar, Professor, Rector of Astana International
University, (Kazakhstan)

. Assoc. Prof. Zhang Jianqgiang, Institute of Mountain Hazards and
Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)

Dr.Thierry Smith, Permanent Secretary, Royal Academy of
Overseas Sciences(Belgium)

. Prof. Ikram Abdullaev, Khorezm Ma'mun Academy (Uzbekistan)



The following partners have supported this initiative

1. Kano State Ministry of Water Resources, Environment and Climate
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Change (Nigeria)

. National Agency for the Great Green Wall (Nigeria)

. Ministry of Agriculture (Jordan)

. Oromia Irrigation and Pastoral Development Bureau (Ethiopia)

. Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development (Mauritania

(Mauritania)

Xinjiang Industrial Innovation Research Institute for
Unconventional Water Resources Development (China)

. School of Design, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China)

. Beijing Youlian Shikong Technology Co., Ltd. (China)
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Xinjiang Tianwu Ecological Environmental Protection Co., Ltd.
(China)

Ningxia International Center for Cooperation on Desertification
Control (China)

Green Technology Bank (China)

School of Ecology and Environment, Inner Mongolia University
(China)

Zhongtan Forest (Beijing) (China)

Xinjiang Dean Environmental Protection Technology Co., Ltd.
(China)

Shandong Runhan New Materials Technology Co., Ltd. (China)

School of Ecology and Environment, Ningxia University (China)

Beijing Feimalv Enterprise Management Co., Ltd. (China)

Advanced Manufacturing and International Exchange Committee,
China Association for Promotion of Science and Technology
(China)

Yuncheng Qinghai Technology Co., Ltd. (China)

. Ningxia Ningmiao Ecological Landscape (Group) Co., Ltd. (China)
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23.
24,

Jiangyin Gaoxin New Materials Technology Co., Ltd. (China)
International Innovation Center for the Aral Sea Basin (Uzbekistan)

Central Asian University for Environmental Studies and Climate
Change (Green University) (Uzbekistan)

Pan-African Great Green Wall Research Center (Mauritania)
International Science and Technology Cooperation Base for

Demonstration of Ecological Construction Technologies in the
Silk Road Economic Belt (China)

Xinjiang Keyuan Desert Engineering Survey and Design Institute
Co., Ltd. (China)



28. Kazakh National Agrarian Research University (Kazakhstan)

29. Verdant Grow Agriculture Saudi Arabia Company (Saudi Arabia)
30. Kunlun Jianyuan (Xinjiang) Biotechnology Co., Ltd. (China)

31. Ant Forest Foundation (China)

32. European Federation of Geologists

33. Sinoway Forest Technology Co.,Ltd..(China)

34. Government office of the Gobi-Altai province (Mongolia)

35.Innovation  Strategy Committee, Chinese Association of
Development Strategy Studies (China)

36 Royal Academy for Overseas Sciences (Belgium)

37.Advanced Manufacturing and International Exchange Committee
of CIAPST (China)

38.The Society of Entrepreneurs and Ecology Foundation (SEE
Foundation)



About ANSO

The Alliance of National and International Science Organizations for
the Belt and Road Regions (ANSO) is an international scientific
organization headquartered in Beijing, China. It was jointly founded in
2018 by the Chinese Academy of Sciences and 36 other national
academies, research institutions, universities and international
organizations worldwide. By the end of 2025, its membership had
expanded to 96 entities, covering 59 countries and 9 international

organizations.

ANSO engages global scientific institutions and expertise to develop
an open and inclusive cooperation platform for the benefit of all, to
conduct in-depth scientific communication, collaboration and
capacity building for the sustainable development of the Belt and
Road regions, and to promote the development of a global

community with a shared future.

Contact us:

The Secretariat of the Alliance of National and International Science
Organizations for the Belt and Road Regions (ANSO)
Add: No. 16 Lincui Road, Chaoyang .
District, Beijing 100101, PR. @
China &
Tel: 0086-1084090850
E-mail: anso-public@anso.org.cn

Website: http://www.anso.org.cnh
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